
 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  
HELD AT Council Chambers Winnellie NT 

ON Friday 26 September 2025  
AT 10:00 am  

 
 

The Meeting opened at 10:17. 
 
1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 
West Daly Regional Council acknowledges the Traditional Owners and custodians of the 
lands on which we live and work, paying our respect to Elders past, present and in the 
future. 
 
2 PRESENT APOLOGY AND ABSENT 
  
ELECTED MEMBERS POSITION PRESENT APOLOGY ABSENT 
John Wilson Councillor x    

Terry Sams Councillor x     

Mark Tunmuck-Smith Councillor x     

Gabriel Martin Councillor  x   

Basil Dumoo Councillor  x   

Cyrill Ninnal  Councillor x   
  

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE POSITION 

John Thomas  Chief Executive Officer 
Karen Parry Director of Corporate Services   

Timothy Hema Director of Service Delivery 

Alston George Acting People and Culture Manager 

Ashlee Fuller (Teams) Acting Executive Manager 

Lakshika Perera People and Culture Business Partner (minute taker) 
 
 
 
 

https://westdalyrc.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/8.GOVERNANCE-GDrive/EdAyQ2iJkO9MmW0L2vDZSYIBg6A_xB9h3pC3I2UjaOJ6sQ?e=Bp2uiR
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VISITORS IN ATTENDANCE  REPRESENTING  
Karen Hocking Northern Territory Government 
Dr George Amegavi Northern Territory Government 
 
 
3 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith declared an interest in item no 6.12 
 
Councillor Cyril Ninnal declared an interest in item no 6.12 
 
Councillors requested that items 6.1 and 6.2 be bought forward on the Agenda and dealt 
with first.  
 
6.1 Appointment of Principal Member 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/56 
 

1. That the Council agree to proceed with a secret ballot. 
2. That Terry Sams be nominated as candidate for the role of principal member.  
3. That Mark-Tunmuck-Smith be nominated as candidate for the role of principal 
member. 
4. That John Wilson be nominated as candidate for the role of principal member. 
5. That the Council appoints Terry Sams  as the principal member of the West 
Daly Regional Council for the remainder of the term in accordance with Section 
61 of the Local Government Act 2019. 

 
Moved: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
Seconded: Councillor Terry Sams Carried 6 / 0 

 
Guest Karen Hocking acted as the Responsible Officer. 
 
6.2 Appointment of Deputy Principal Member 

 
6.2 Appointment of Deputy Principal Member 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/57 
 

1. That the Council agree to proceed with a ballot. 
2. That Mark Tunmuck-Smith  be nominated as candidate for the role of deputy 

principal member. 
3. That the Council appoints Mark Tunmuck-Smith as the deputy principal member 

of the West Daly Regional Council for the remainder of the term in accordance 
with Section 61 of the Local Government Act 2019. 

 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith Carried 6 / 0 

 
Mayor Terry Sams becomes the Chairperson of the meeting.  
Guest Karen Hocking acts as the Responsible Officer.  
Only one member nominates, no need for a ballot to be carried out. 
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4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
4.1 Ordinary Council Meeting held on 29 July 2025 

 
4.1 Ordinary Council Meeting held on 29 July 2025 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/58 
 

1. That the Council confirm the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
29 July 2025 as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 
Moved: Councillor John Wilson 
Seconded: Councillor Terry Sams Carried 6 / 0 

 
Action: Council to prepare a detailed report on operations of the Pool, and the Contract with 
the Y, to be presented at the next Council Meeting.  
 
5 CEO REPORT 
5.1 CEO Report 

 
5.1 CEO Report 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/59 
 

1. That the Council receive and note the CEO Report for September.  
 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith Carried 6 / 0 

 
 
6 REPORTS FOR DECISION 
6.1 Appointment of Principal Member 

 
6.2 Appointment of Deputy Principal Memb 

6.3 Appointment Finance Committee 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/60 
 

1. That the Council appoints the following Finance Committee:  
a. Mayor, Terry Sams 
b. Deputy Mayor, Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
c. Councillor, Gabriel Martin 

 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor Basil Dumoo Carried 6 / 0 

 
6.4 Appointment Audit and Risk Management Committee 

 
6.4 Appointment Audit and Risk Management Committee 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/61 
 

1. That the Council appoints the following Audit and Risk Management Committee:  
a. Mayor, Terry Sams 
b. Deputy Mayor, Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
c. Councillor, Cyril Ninnal 
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Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor Basil Dumoo Carried 6 / 0 

 
6.5 Appointment Local Authorities 

 
6.5 Appointment Local Authorities 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/62 
 

1. That the Council appoint Councillor Basil Dumoo as member of the Wadeye 
Local Authority.  

2. That the Council appoint Councillor Gabriel Martin  as a member of the 
Nganmarriyanga Local Authority.  

3. That the Council appoint Councillor John Wilson as a member of the 
Peppimenarti Local Authority. 

 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith Carried 6 / 0 

 
 
6.6 Monthly Financial Report 

6.6 Monthly Financial Report 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/63 
 

1. That the Council receives and approves the Finance Report dated 31st  Aug 
2025. 

 
Moved: Councillor Cyril Ninnal 
Seconded: Councillor Terry Sams Carried 6 / 0 

 
Mark Tunmuck-Smith left the room @11:15 and returned at 11:19 
 
6.7 Policy Approval: Casting Vote Policy 

 
6.7 Policy Approval: Casting Vote Policy 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/64 
 

1. That Council approves the revised Casting Vote Policy (Elected Members) (GOV01) 
Version 3.0 as attached. 

2. That Council acknowledges that this policy, pursuant to the Local Government Act, is 
adopted for the term of the present Council and will lapse at the conclusion of the next 
General Election. 

 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor John Wilson Carried 6 / 0 

 
6.8 Policy Approval: Rates Concession Policy 

 
6.8 Policy Approval: Rates Concession Policy 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/65 
 

1. That the Council approves the revised Rates Concessions Policy (GOV18) Version 
2.0 as attached. 
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Moved: Councillor Basil Dumoo 
Seconded: Councillor Cyril Ninnal Carried 6 / 0 

 
 
6.9 Policy Approval: Local Authorities Policy 

 
6.9 Policy Approval: Local Authorities Policy 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/66 
 

1. That the Council approves the reviewed Local Authorities Policy (GOV30) Version 5.0 
as attached. 

 
Moved: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
Seconded: Councillor Basil Dumoo Carried 6 / 0 

 
 
6.10 Policy Approval: Conflict of Interest (Elected Member, Local Authority and Council Committee) Policy 

 
6.10 Policy Approval: Conflict of Interest (Elected Member, Local Authority and Council 
Committee) Policy 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/67 
 

1. That the Council approves the revised Conflict of Interest (Elected Member, Local 
Authority and Council Committee) Policy (GOV03) version 3.0 as attached. 

 
Moved: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
Seconded: Councillor Gabriel Martin Carried 6 / 0 

 
 
6.11 Policy Approval: Annual return of Interests policy 

 
6.11 Policy Approval: Annual return of Interests policy 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/68 
 

1. That the Council approves the revised Annual Return of Interests Policy (GOV14) 
Version 2.0 as attached. 

 
Moved: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
Seconded: Councillor Gabriel Martin Carried 6 / 0 

 
Councillor Basil Dumoo left the room @11:30 and returned at 11:33 
 
6.12 Supplementary Report: Invitation to attend Thamarrurr Homelands Committee 

 
6.12 Supplementary Report: Invitation to attend Thamarrurr Homelands Committee 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/69 
 

1. That the Council carry the report forward to the Ordinary Council Meeting on 
30th October 2025.  

 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor John Wilson Carried 2 / 0 

 
Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith and Councillor Cyril Ninnal left the room at 11:40 and 
returned at 11:45 
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7 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 
7.1 Council Meeting Dates Report 

 
7.1 Council Meeting Dates Report 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/70 
 

1. That the Council approves the proposed 2026 Meeting Schedule.  
 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor John Wilson Carried 6 / 0 

 
 
7.2 NT Remuneration Tribunal - Member Allowances 

 
7.2 NT Remuneration Tribunal - Member Allowances 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/71 
 

1. That the Council receive and note the report, and make no further submissions 
to the Tribunal.  

 
Moved: Councillor Terry Sams 
Seconded: Councillor Basil Dumoo Carried 6 / 0 

 
Councillor John Wilson left the room at 11:53 and did not return.  
 
8 LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS 
8.1 Minutes of the Nganmarriyanga (Palumpa) Local Authority Meeting held on 19 August 2025 

 
 
8.1 Minutes of the Nganmarriyanga (Palumpa) Local Authority Meeting held on 19 
August 2025 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/72 
 

1. That the Council receive and note the minutes of the Minutes of the 
Nganmarriyanga (Palumpa) Local Authority Meeting held on 19 August 2025 and 
approves the recommendations.  

 
Moved: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
Seconded: Councillor Gabriel Martin Carried 3 / 0 

 
 
9 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
9.1 Minutes of the Finance Commitee held on 28th August 2025 

 
 
9.1 Minutes of the Finance Commitee held on 28th August 2025 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/73 
 

1. That the Council receive and note the minutes of the Minutes of the Finance 
Commitee held on 28th August 2025;  

 
Moved: Councillor Cyril Ninnal 
Seconded: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith Carried 3 / 0 
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10 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
10.1 Correspondence Report 
 
Resolution: OCM-2025/74 
 

1. That Council notes and accepts the correspondence.  
 
Moved: Councillor Mark Tunmuck-Smith 
Seconded: Councillor Cyril Ninnal Carried 3 / 0 

 
Councillor Basil Dumoo left the meeting at 12:06 and did not return. 
 
11 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Councillors present reviewed the illustrations for the website.  
No further business was raised.  
 
12 NEXT MEETING 
 
30th October 2025 
 
13 MEETING CLOSE 
 
 
The meeting closed at 12:08.  
 
This page and the preceding 6 pages are the unconfirmed minutes of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting held on 26th September 2025.  
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