
 

 

WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL – “Moving Forward Together.” 

 
 
 
 
 

MEETING OF PALUMPA LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

The Local Authority Meeting of the Palumpa Local Authority will be 
held on Thursday, 13 April 2023 at 10:00 AM. 

 
 

WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL DISCLAIMER 
 

No responsibility is implied or accepted by the West Daly Regional Council for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings. 
 
The West Daly Regional Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and 
howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such 
act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee 
meetings. 
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act 
or omission made in a Council or committee meeting does so at that person's or legal 
entity's own risk. 
 
In particular and without detracting in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any 
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any 
statement or intimation of approval made by any member or officer of the West Daly 
Regional Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not 
taken as notice of approval from the West Daly Regional Council. 
 
The West Daly Regional Council advises that anyone who has any application lodged 
with the West Daly Regional Council shall obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN 
CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to 
the decision made by the West Daly Regional Council in respect of the application. 
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AGENDA 
West Daly Regional Council 

Local Authority Meeting 
THURSDAY,  13 APRIL 2023 

  
WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL CHAMBERS,  

NGANMARRIYANGA (PALUMPA)  NT 
 

 

Chairperson Amy Narburup opens the meeting. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
West Daly Regional Council acknowledges the Traditional Owners and 
custodians of the lands on which we live and work, paying our respect to 
Elders past, present and in the future. 
PRESENT APOLOGY AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Name Present Apology Absent 

1 Mayor Ralph Narburup    

2 Cr Terry Sams     

3 Amy Narburup Chairperson    

4 Jacob Wodidj    

5 Lorraine Keringbo    

6 Jimmy Murielle    

7 Moses Wodidj    

8 Jeff Wodidj    

9 Roger Wodidj    

10 John Paul Wodidj    

11 Warren Wodidj    

12 Alec Jacky    

13 Sandra Jacky    

14 Mary Wodidj    

 
Quorum requires 8  
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

1 Local Authority Meeting minutes to be confirmed ....................... 4 

 

 CONFLICT OF INTEREST ON ANY MATTERS ON AGENDA 

Does anyone have a conflict of interest to declare on matters on the agenda? 

 

REPORTS 

2 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes ............................................ 13 

3 Finance Report ......................................................................... 57 

4 Community Service Manager Report Nganmarriyanga ............ 59 

5 Strategic and Regional Plan Consultation ................................ 67 

6 Remuneration Determination - Allowances for Members of Local 
Authorities. ............................................................................... 69 

7 CEO Report - Palumpa Local Authority .................................... 76 
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE PALUMPA LOCAL AUTHORITY OF  
13 APRIL 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 1 

 
Prepared by Sharon Binns, Governance & Quality Assurance 

Officer 
 
Local Authority Meeting minutes to be confirmed         

 
Purpose 
 
To ensure Local Authority members have read and understood the minutes of 
the Local Authority Meeting which have not been confirmed. 
 
Background 
 
Palumpa Local Authority was scheduled to meet in October 2022 and February 
2023 but these meetings did not go ahead. 
 
The last meeting held by the Palumpa Local Authority Meeting was on 18 
August 2022. These minutes are submitted for confirmation that those minutes 
are a true and correct record of the meeting. 
 
Statutory Environment 
 
Sections 101 and 102 Local Government Act 2019 
 
Impact for Council 
 
To accept the minutes as a true record and future actions approved. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-2023: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

1.5 Local Decision Making 

Journey 1.5.1 Support Local Authority 
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Focus 5 - Building our Region 

5.3 Local Authority projects 

Journey 5.3.2 Provide milestone achievements for Local Authority 

  
 
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That Palumpa Local Authority members note and confirm the 
minutes from the meeting held on 18 August 2022 as true and 
correct. 

 
 

 
Attachments 
1  18 August 2022 Meeting minutes   
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE PALUMPA LOCAL AUTHORITY OF  
13 APRIL 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 2 

 
Prepared by Sharon Binns, Governance & Quality Assurance 

Officer 
 
Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes         

 
Purpose 
 
To inform Nganmarriyanga Local Authority members and community of what 
the Council have discussed and decided upon during the Ordinary Council 
meetings. 
 
Background 
 
A quorum attended the Local Authority meeting on 18 August 2022 and made 
no requests to Council.  
 
Since then there have been a number of Local Authority meetings scheduled 
but not occur.  
 
Attached are Council minutes that are required to be provided to your Local 
Authority for information. 
 
Statutory environment 
 
1. Local Government Act 2019  

i. Section 78 - Functions of Local Authority; 
ii. Section 79 - Limits on functions of local authority. 

2. Ministerial Guideline 1: Local Authorities 2021 
 
Impact for Council 
 
Council focusing on developing the community through Local Authority 
meetings. 
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Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-2023: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

1.5 Local Decision Making 

Journey 1.5.1 Support Local Authority 

Journey 1.5.3 Actively participate in local decision making agreements 

Focus 5 - Building our Region 

5.3 Local Authority projects 

Journey 5.3.2 Provide milestone achievements for Local Authority 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. The Local Authority note the decisions made at the Ordinary 
Council meeting held on 21 September 2022. 

 
2. The Local Authority note the decisions made at the Ordinary 

Council meeting held on 24 November 2022. 
 

3. The Local Authority note the decisions made at the Ordinary 
Council meeting held on 15 December 2022. 
 

4. That the Local Authority note the decisions made at the 
Ordinary Council meeting held on 31 January 2023. 
 

5. That the Local Authority noted the decisions made at the 
Ordinary Council meeting held on 16 March 2023. 
 

6. That the Local Authority note the unconfirmed minutes of the 
Ordinary Council meeting held on 29 March 2023. 
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Attachments 
1  OCM Minutes 21 September 2022   
2  OCM Minutes 24 November 2022   
3  OCM Minutes 15 December 2022   
4  OCM minutes 31 January 2023   
5  Special OCM minutes 16 March 2023   
6  OCM minutes 29 March 2023   
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE PALUMPA LOCAL AUTHORITY OF  
13 APRIL 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 3 

 
Prepared by Matthew Eastham, CEO 
 
Finance Report         

 
Purpose 
 
To provide the Local Authority with the Finance Report for the period ended 
31 March 2023. 
 
Background 
 
As per Guideline 1 of the Local Government Act 2019, under section 14 
Council is required to present: 
 

For each local authority meeting (or provisional meeting, if applicable), 
the council must submit to the local authority a current financial report of 
actual results against the latest approved budget for the local authority 
area. 

 
Comment 
 
Details of Local Authority funding position: 
 

Funding available 1 July 2022: $19,680 

FY23 allocated: $56,700 

Funds spent and committed: $88,666 

Total funding available to spend: $-12,286.00 

 
Local Authority area finance report – Month ending 31 March 2023 
 

Total Income $924,945 

 

Total Budgeted Income $1,116,145 

Difference -$191,200 

 

Total Expenditure $1,123,289 

 

Total Budgeted Expenditure $1,500,366 

Difference -$377,077 

 
  



 

West Daly Regional Council - 58 - Meeting of Palumpa Local Authority 
13 Apr 2023 

Impact for Council 
 
Under Section 14 of Guideline 1 of the Local Government Act 2019, the Local 
Authority must receive the financial report. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-2023: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.5 Local Decision Making 

Journey 1.5.1 Support Local Authority 

Focus 5 - Building our Region 

5.3 Local Authority projects 

Journey 5.3.2 Provide milestone achievements for Local Authority 

Journey 5.3.3 Publish completed Local Authority projects and promote 
their success 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That the Local Authority receives and notes the financial 
information provided by Council for the period ending 31 March 
2023. 

 

 
Attachments 
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE PALUMPA LOCAL AUTHORITY OF  
13 APRIL 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 4 

 
Prepared by Scott Page, CSM 
 
Community Service Manager Report Nganmarriyanga         

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Local Authority on matters relating 
to service delivery.  
 
Background 
 

 
Animal 
Management  

  

 
Summary 

  
 Most animals are in a healthy state following 

AMRIC program at the end of last year.   

 There are a few cats starting to be seen around 
the Community, lots of younger ones which is of 
concern.    

  
 
Cemetery 
Management  

  

 
Summary 

 
 The Cemetery needs mowing and weed 

spraying to be carried out. This will be 
undertaken once the area is dry enough for 
mowers.  
 

 

 
 Fair 

 

 Fair 
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Sports Grounds  
(include 
swimming pool if 
applicable 
 

 

 

 
Summary 

 
 Both the football and softball ovals need mowing 

and weed spraying badly, but due to there being 
surface water on both this is not possible at the 
present time. Once both ovals dry out mowing and 
weed spraying will be carried out.  
 

 
 
Internal Roads & 
Homelands 
Access Roads 
 

  

 
Summary 

 
 All the internal roads need sweeping to remove 

loose gravel from the surface. 

 The recent flood event has caused a lot of damage 
to most roads, bitumen internal roads have a lot of 
pot holes that need repairing.  

 Roads to Homelands are mostly ok, but there are 
areas that need major repairs to be carried out.  

 
   

 
 
Waste 
Management  

  

 
Summary 

 
 Civil staff continue to collect rubbish twice weekly 

(Monday’s and Wednesday’s. 

 WDRC need to investigate ways of halting the 
illegal dumping of materials by contractors at the 
waste facility. Most contractors just unload their 
waste at the waste facility without sorting into 
correct areas. This causes contamination and 
creates more work for Civil staff who must now go 
through and sort it out into the correct areas.   
 

 

 
 Fair 

 
 Fair 

 
 Fair 
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Parks and Open 
Spaces 
Management 
 

  

 
Summary  

 
  As we lost all of our mowers, whipper snippers 

and other plant to the floods, mowing of roadsides 
and park areas has not been possible. WDRC 
Wadeye has leant us a ride-on mower and 2 
whipper snippers until Council can replace those 
that were lost. 

 Some mowing has taken place over the past week 
or so, and as more areas start to dry up mowing 
will commence. 
 

 
 

 
Weed Control 
and Fire 
Management 
 

 

 

 
Summary 

 
 Due to the amount of rainfall we have received this 

wet season the amount of weeds has sky 
rocketed. Also with there being still a lot of surface 
water around weed control has not been possible. 
But with the wet season nearly complete spraying 
of weeds will commence in the near future. 

 
 

 
Council Office 

  

 
Summary 

 

 The Council office suffered quiet a lot of water 
damage during the recent flood. Insurance 
assessors have been out to inspect the damage 
and we are awaiting for their report so that repairs 
can be carried out. 

 
  

 

 
 Fair 

 

 Fair 

 
 Fair 
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Civil Yard 

  

 
Summary 

 
 As with the Council office the Civil yard suffered 

quiet a lot damage during the floods. 

 The fence around the Civil yard is virtually useless 
as it is falling down or completely missing in some 
areas.  
 

 
 
Staff 

  

 
Summary 

 
 Staff attendance over the past 2 months has been 

very sporadic, with some staff being AWOL for up 
to 8 weeks without any notice and a couple of staff 
members only coming to work 2 / 3 days per week.  

  A new Office Administration / Centerlink 
receptionist has just been employed, so I would 
like to welcome Melanie Cook in this position.  

 
 
 

 
Fleet 

 

 

 
Summary 

 
 Our tipper truck is in a very sad state and needs 

replacing with something bigger in size that’s suits 
our needs better. 

 The grader is waiting on the mechanic to complete 
repairs. 

 Civil Supervisors L/Cruiser is needing major 
repairs to make it road worthy.  
 

   
 

 
 Fair 

 
 Fair 

 
 Fair 
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Infrastructure  

  

 
Summary 

 
 During the recent floods most of the Councils 

infrastructure suffered water damage and is 
awaiting on the Insurance Assessors report before 
any repairs can be carried out.  

   
 

 
Contracts  

 

 

 
Summary 

 

  Nothing to report here. 

 
 
AusPost  

  

 
Summary 

 
 Mail continues to be available for Community 

members daily.  
   

 
 
Aerodrome 

  

 
Summary 

 
 Recently the Nganmarriyanga airstrip underwent a 

safety inspection, this was passed without any 
problems at all. 

 The airstrip needs slashing and weed spraying as 
soon as it is dry enough to get machinery on there. 

   
 

 

 Fair 

 
 Fair 

 
 Fair 

 
 Fair 
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Remote Tenancy 

  

 
Summary 

 
 WDRC has employed a Community Housing 

Officer based out of Peppimenarti to service 
Peppimenarti, Nganmarriyanga and surrounding 
homelands.  

 The Housing Officer is available to contact if you 
have any maintenance issues. 
   

 
 

Local Authority Project Status 

 All projects have been completed except for the new playground equipment, 
this will be erected as soon as it is dry enough and a contractor is engaged 
to put the playground up. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Challenges 

 
Opportunities 

 

 Wet weather  

 No equipment   

 Staff not coming in for work    

 Contractor availability    
 

 

 Employment for local people  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Fair 
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                                                                             General 

It has been a very trying time for WDRC staff and local Community members 
with the recent floods. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Damian 
Blair and his staff for their efforts over the past few weeks in helping clean 
up where needed. Also special mention to Damian for helping myself at 
2.00am on the day of the floods moving items at the Clinic and the School to 
higher ground. 
 
Things will be a little slow for Council over the next few weeks as 
replacement plant and machinery is sourced, and repairs to the Council 
office are carried out by contractors. 

 
Statutory Environment 
 
Local Government Act 
 
Impact for Council 
 
For information purposes. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-23: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

1.5 Local Decision Making 

Journey 1.5.1 Support Local Authority 

Focus 5 - Building our Region 

5.3 Local Authority projects 

Journey 5.3.1 Complete Local Authority funded projects 

Journey 5.3.2 Provide milestone achievements for Local Authority 
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Journey 5.3.3 Publish completed Local Authority projects and promote 
their success 

Journey 5.3.4 Identify through Local Authority future community 
improvement projects 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That Nganmarriyanga Local Authority note the Community 
Service Manager report. 

 
 

 
Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE PALUMPA LOCAL AUTHORITY OF  
13 APRIL 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 5 

 
Prepared by Julieanne Wylie, EA to CEO and Mayor 
 
Strategic and Regional Plan Consultation         

 
Purpose 
 
To provide the Local Authority with an opportunity to provide feedback on the 
development of the Strategic plan and Regional Plan with a focus on future projects. 
 
Background 
 
The Strategic Plan 2023-2027 will be the Council’s first Strategic Plan and will 
guide our overall planning framework and set the strategic direction for 
Council for the next four years. 
 
The Regional Plan 2023-2024 outlines how Council will operate to achieve the 
strategic objectives that are set out in the Strategic Plan. 
 
This report seeks feedback from Local Authority members on the high level 
inclusions within both of these plans being Council’s Vision, Mission and 
Values.  We also seek feedback and discussion from members around future 
projects in your communities. 
 
A booklet has been provided for your reference and (subject to funding being 
available) here are the projects that Local Authority included in the 2022-2023 
Regional Plan for discussion: 

 Community Safety 

1. Improved Solar lighting 

2. Bollards and rocks around speed humps 

3. Advocate for permanent police presence 

4. Footpaths 

 Community enhancements 

5. Planting of mature trees 

6. Planting fruit trees  

7. Planting shade trees at cemetery 

8. Shade and seating across community 

9. Animal Management 

10. Upgrade cemetery 

 Strategic Projects 

11. Community Arts Centre 

12. Community Garden 
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Statutory Environment 
 
Local Government Act Part 3.3; ss 34(1)(c); 81 and Guideline 1 
 
Impact for Council 
 
To ensure projects are reported to Local Authority members. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-23: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

Focus 5 - Building our Region 

5.3 Local Authority projects 

Journey 5.3.2 Provide milestone achievements for Local Authority 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That Palumpa Local Authority note the opportunity to discuss 
Councils Vision, Mission and Values and future projects that 
Local Authority would like Council to investigate. 
 

2. That Palumpa Local Authority understand that they can speak to 
their Elected Members regarding any future projects. 

 
 
 

 
Attachments 
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE PALUMPA LOCAL AUTHORITY OF  
13 APRIL 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 6 

 
Prepared by Sharon Binns, Governance & Quality Assurance 

Officer 
 
Remuneration Determination - Allowances for Members of Local 
Authorities.         

 
Purpose 
 
The Remuneration Tribunal has determined in a review of changes to Local 
Authority payments to take effect from 1 July 2023. 
 
Background 
 
Local Authority is defined in the Local Government Act 2019 and viewed as a 
critical function of Councils by the resident in the community. The 
Remuneration Tribunal believes the current level of allowance is inadequate 
and has established the following allowances: 
 
The Chairperson was paid approximately $140 for attendance at a Local 
Authority meeting but will be paid as follows: 
 

 If the meeting is held up to 2 hours    $300 

 If the meeting is held between 2 to 4 hours  $450 

 If the meeting is held for more than 4 hours  $600 
 
A Local Authority member was paid approximately $110 for attendance at a 
Local Authority meeting will be paid as follows: 
 

 If the meeting is held up to 2 hours    $200 

 If the meeting is held between 2 to 4 hours  $300 

 If the meeting is held for more than 4 hours  $400 
 

 
Statutory Environment 
 
Local Government Act 2019 
Assembly Members and Statutory Officers (Remuneration and Other 
Entitlements) Act 2006 
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Impact for Council 
 
Budget to be reviewed in consideration of new allowances in the financial 
year. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-23: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That the Local Authority note the Remuneration Tribunal’s 
Determination No. 1 of 2023 of Allowances for members of Local 
Authorities. 

2. That the Local Authority note the changes in allowances do not 
come into effect until 1 July 2023. 
 

 

 
Attachments 
1  Determination of Allowances for Members of Local Authorities   
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE PALUMPA LOCAL AUTHORITY OF  
13 APRIL 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 7 

 
Prepared by Matthew Eastham, CEO 
 
CEO Report - Palumpa Local Authority         

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Chief Executive Officers (CEO) report is to provide an opportunity 
for the Local Authority to ask the CEO questions relating to Council and for the CEO 
to provide a verbal update on matters of importance to the Local Authority.  

 
Background 
 
CEO to provide opportunity at the Local Authority for questions to be asked and for 
discussion around matters of importance to the Local Authority and Community. 

 
Statutory Environment 
 
1. Local Government Act 2019  

i. Section 78 - Functions of Local Authority; 

ii. Section 79 - Limits on functions of local authority. 
 

2. Ministerial Guideline 1: Local Authorities 2021 

 
Impact for Council 
 
Information purposes 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-23: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

1.5 Local Decision Making 

Journey 1.5.1 Support Local Authority 
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Journey 1.5.3 Actively participate in local decision making agreements 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That the Local Authority acknowledges the opportunity to discuss 
matters with the CEO and notes the information discussed with the 
CEO. 

 

 
Attachments 


