
 

 

WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL – “Moving Forward Together.” 

 
 
 
 
 
MEETING OF THE FINANCE 

COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY,  22 FEBRUARY 2023 
 

10:00 AM  
Held at the West Daly Regional Council 

1/4 Albatross Street, 
WINNELLIE NT 0812 

This meeting is open to the public excluding confidential 
Council business. 

Agenda available online and if any queries please contact  
Governance and Quality Assurance Officer on 

info@westdaly.nt.gov.au 
or phone: 08 7922 6403 

 
 

WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL DISCLAIMER 
 

No responsibility is implied or accepted by the West Daly Regional Council for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings. 
 
The West Daly Regional Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and 
howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such 
act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee 
meetings. 
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act 
or omission made in a Council or committee meeting does so at that person's or legal 
entity's own risk. 
 
In particular and without detracting in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any 
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any 
statement or intimation of approval made by any member or officer of the West Daly 
Regional Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not 
taken as notice of approval from the West Daly Regional Council. 
 
The West Daly Regional Council advises that anyone who has any application lodged 
with the West Daly Regional Council shall obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN 
CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to 
the decision made by the West Daly Regional Council in respect of the application. 

mailto:info@westdaly.nt.gov.au
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AGENDA 
 

West Daly Regional Council 
Finance Committee Meeting 

 

WEDNESDAY,  22 FEBRUARY 2023 
  

WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL CHAMBERS,  
WINNELLIE NT 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 
West Daly Regional Council acknowledges the Traditional Owners and 
custodians of the lands on which we live and work, paying our respect to 
Elders past, present and in the future. 

PRESENT, APOLOGY AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Finance Committee 

Title Name Present Apology Absent 

Mayor Ralph Narburup     

Deputy Mayor Wilfred Harris     

Councillor Jake Clark   X  

 

Staff 

Title Name Present Apology Absent 

CEO Matthew Eastham    

A/CEO Andrew Everingham    

CFO James Cartwright  X  

SR Accountant Migari Wijayasekara  X  

Governance Sharon Binns    
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Does anyone have a conflict of interest to declare on anything on the agenda? 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Are there any matters of general business that is not on the agenda to discuss? 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

1 Confirmation of Finance Committee meeting minutes 26 October 
2022 .................................................................................................... 4  

 

REPORTS 

2 Finance Report - January 2023 ........................................................... 8 

3 Remuneration Tribunal Determination for Elected Members ............. 24 

4 Remuneration Determination - Allowances for Members of Local 
Authorities. ........................................................................................ 40  

 

GENERAL BUSINESS  

 

CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

5 Confirmation of Finance Committee meeting minutes 26 October 2022 

The report will be dealt with under Section 99(2) of the Local 
Government Act 2019 and Regulation 51(1)(d) of the Local 
Government (General) Regulations 2021. It contains information 
subject to an obligation of confidentiality at law, or in equity. 
(Confidential papers). 

 
6 Vehicle Costs - Mayor 

The report will be dealt with under Section 99(2) of the Local 
Government Act 2019 and Regulation 51(1)(c)(iv) (a) of the Local 
Government (General) Regulations 2021. It contains information that 
would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of 
council or some other person.; AND information about the employment 
of a particular individual as a member of the staff or possible member 
of the staff of the council that could, if publicly disclosed, cause 
prejudice to the individual (Mayor). 

 
7 CEO Annual Leave 

The report will be dealt with under Section 99(2) of the Local 
Government Act 2019 and Regulation 51(1)(a) of the Local 
Government (General) Regulations 2021. It contains information about 
the employment of a particular individual as a member of the staff or 
possible member of the staff of the council that could, if publicly 
disclosed, cause prejudice to the individual (Employment in 
confidence). 
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF  
22 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 1 

 
Prepared by Sharon Binns, Governance & Quality Assurance 

Officer 
 
Confirmation of Finance Committee meeting minutes 26 October 2022         

 
Purpose 
 
Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 26 October 2022 are 
submitted for confirmation that those minutes are a true and correct record of 
the meeting. 
 
Background 
 
To ensure Committee members have read and understood the minutes of the 
Finance Committee which have not been confirmed. 
 
Statutory Environment 
 
Local Government Act 2019 ss 101 & 102. 
 
Impact for Council 
 
For information. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-2023: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

Focus 5 - Building our Region 

5.4 Regional Analysis 



 

West Daly Regional Council - 5 - Meeting of the Finance Committee 
22 Feb 2023 

Journey 5.4.4 Strengthen key relationships to maximise economic 
data for the benefit of communities 

  
 
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That Finance Committee note and accept the minutes of the 
meeting held on 26 October 2022 as a true and correct record. 

 
 

 
Attachments 
1  26 Oct 2022 Finance Committee meeting   

  
  



Attachment 1 26 Oct 2022 Finance Committee meeting 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 6 
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West Daly Regional Council - 8 - Meeting of the Finance Committee 
22 Feb 2023 

WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF  
22 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 2 

 
Prepared by James Cartwright, Chief Financial Officer 
 
Finance Report - January 2023         

 
Purpose 
 
To provide the Finance Committee the Financial Management Reports for the 
period ended 31 January 2023. 
 
Background 
 
The Local Government (General) Regulations 2021, Division 7, require that 
Council receive a report setting out: 
 

(a) the actual income and expenditure of the council for the period from 
the commencement of the financial year up to the end of the 
previous month; and 

(b) the most recently adopted annual budget; and 
(c) details  of  any  material  variances  between  the  most  recent  

actual  income  and  expenditure  of  the  council  and  the  most  
recently adopted annual budget. 

 
Council has continued to meet its financial obligations for the period, as per 
the attached report 
 
Statutory Environment 
 
Regulation 17 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021. 
 
Impact for Council 
 
Under Regulation 17 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 
Council must receive the Financial Report. 
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Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-23: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That Council receives and notes the Financial report for January 
2023. 

 
 

 
Attachments 
1  Finance Report January 2023   
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF  
22 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 3 

 
Prepared by Sharon Binns, Governance & Quality Assurance 

Officer 
 
Remuneration Tribunal Determination for Elected Members         

 
Purpose 
 
On the 14 February 2023 the Remuneration Tribunal Determination No. 1 of 
2023 was deemed tabled at the NT Legislative Assembly sittings on 14 
February 2023. 
 
Background 
 
On 29 June 2022, the then Administrator of the Northern Territory, Her Honour 
the Honourable Vicki O’Halloran AO CVO, issued a request to the 
Remuneration Tribunal to inquire into and determine the allowance or 
allowances payment to a member of a local council. 
 
The resulting report and determination was considered and it was found the 
existing allowance covering base, electoral allowance and extra meeting fees 
does not meet an equitable approach and there was inconsistency of what is 
paid to Councillors across the NT. 
 
For West Daly Regional Council the following changes will take effect 1 July 
2023. 
 
Councillor allowance 
 

Role Current Base and 
Electoral Allowance 

New 
Allowance 

Increased by 

Mayor $94,888 $102,000 $7,112 

Deputy Mayor $32,720 $36,000 $3,280 

Councillor $18,454 $20,000 $1,546 

 
The Remuneration Tribunal acknowledges that it is important to clearly state 
what is covered by the Councillor Allowance as there is confusion among 
Councillors as to the purposes of Allowances. 
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As such, the Councillor Allowance is to cover: 
 

 Any cost to Councillors of attending meetings and activities of Council 
where these costs are not reimbursed by Council; 

 Contribution towards phone and internet usage; 

 Contribution towards any home office and supplies; 

 Allowance towards costs incurred in servicing constituents in Ward or 
Council Area; 

o Including, but not limited to: 

Donations; 
Organisations sponsorship 
Membership fees 
Patron expenses; and 
Constituent support. 

 
Vehicle allowance for use of private vehicle 
 
Councillors are eligible for a vehicle allowance if the Councillor must travel more 
than 50 kms from their home to attend a meeting/activity for a minimum round 
trip of 100 kms, and travel does not occur in a Council supplied and maintained 
vehicle.  
 
The rate is calculated through the Australian Taxation Office and for 2022-23 
the rate is 78 cents per kilometre. 
 
Vehicle for Principal Member 
  
Principal Members are to be offered a Council maintained vehicle or a vehicle 
allowance of $40,000 per financial year. This recognises the high cost of 
maintaining vehicles in the regional areas. 
 
The vehicle allowance will be paid each fortnight or monthly. 
 
Extra Meeting / Activity Allowance 
 
An Extra Meeting / Activity Allowance of up to $10,000 per financial year. The 
allowance may be accessed as follows: 
 

 Additional meetings of full Council or establishment of sub-committee of 
Council; 

 Attendance at Local Authority meetings; 

 Attendance at any functions representing the Principal Member on 
official Council duties; 

 Attendance at functions as an invited representative of Council and with 
Councils approval; 

 Attendance at any approved extra meetings of Council for planning, 
briefing or information sessions of Council meetings. 
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Extra meeting / Activity Allowance is paid to eligible members (not Principal 
members) at the rate: 
 

 Fee if activity takes please during normal business hours as follows: 
 

o Up to 2 hours   $200 

o Between 2 and 4 hours  $300 

o More than 4 hours   $500 

 
There are additional allowances which are provided in the attachment. 
 
Statutory Environment 
 
Assembly Members and Statutory Officers (Remuneration and Other 
Entitlements) Act 2006 
 
Impact for Council 
 
Budgetary considerations and for information. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-23: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That Finance Committee note the Remuneration Tribunal’s 
Determination No. 1 of 2023 – Allowances for Members of Local 
Councils 

 

 
Attachments 
1  Determination of Allowances for members of local councils   
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WEST DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

FOR THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF  
22 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
Report for Agenda Item No 4 

 
Prepared by Sharon Binns, Governance & Quality Assurance 

Officer 
 
Remuneration Determination - Allowances for Members of Local 
Authorities.         

 
Purpose 
 
The Remuneration Tribunal has determined in a review of changes to Local 
Authority payments. 
 
Background 
 
Local Authority is defined in the Local Government Act 2019 and viewed as a 
critical function of Councils by the resident in the community. The 
Remuneration Tribunal believes the current level of allowance is inadequate 
and has established the following allowances: 
 
The Chairperson was paid approximately $140 for attendance at a Local 
Authority meeting but will be paid as follows: 
 

 If the meeting is held up to 2 hours    $300 

 If the meeting is held between 2 to 4 hours  $450 

 If the meeting is held for more than 4 hours  $600 
 
A Local Authority member was paid approximately $110 for attendance at a 
Local Authority meeting will be paid as follows: 
 

 If the meeting is held up to 2 hours    $200 

 If the meeting is held between 2 to 4 hours  $300 

 If the meeting is held for more than 4 hours  $400 
 

 
Statutory Environment 
 
Local Government Act 2019 
Assembly Members and Statutory Officers (Remuneration and Other 
Entitlements) Act 2006 
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Impact for Council 
 
Budget to be reviewed in consideration of new allowances in the financial 
year. 
 
Strategic Alignment 
 
This report is aligned to the West Daly Regional Plan 2022-23: 
 

Focus 1 - Strengthen our Organisation 

1.2 Governance 

Journey 1.2.3 Continue to strengthen the governance framework and 
encourage active contribution at all meetings 

  
 

Recommendation 
 

1. That Finance Committee note the Remuneration Tribunal’s 
Determination No. 1 of 2023 of Allowances for members of Local 
Authorities. 

 

 
Attachments 
1  Determination of Allowances for Members of Local Authorities   
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